
Pharmacology.
[The above title has been selected for. this new department be¬

cause it appears the best one to define Its purpose and scope.
While the use of the term pharmacology has been confined by
some authors to the action of drugs, academically called pharmaco-
dynamics, considered etymologically it is the broadest and most
comprehensive term that can be applied to thé science of drugs.
This is also the original application of the term by German and1
French authorities, such as Husemann and Littrê respectively,
who ^u»1ne pharmacology as comprising practically all the sciences
of HmCtrial medicinal agents, viz., materia medica, pharmaco-
dynamics, pharmacy, pharmaceutic chemistry and phaimaco-thera-
peutics, or of drug-therapy as distinguished from other agents used
in the treatment of disease. The title also has been adopted
for that section of the American Medical Association formerly
called the Section on Materia Medica, Pharmacy and Therapeutics.
It seems to represent all the different phases of the question
to be considered better than any other title suggesting itself. Under
this heading we propose to publish matter of interest on the broad
subject of pharmacology as included In this definition.]

EXPRESSIONS ON THE ANNOUNCEMENT.
Comments on the Plan of Work as Temporarily Outlined by

the Council on Pharmacy and Chemistry.
A large number of replies to the preliminary announcement

have been received by the Council on Pharmacy and Chemistry.
We make quotations from a few:

E. R. Squibb & Sons: Although we fully appreciate the
great difficulties that the council will experience in the carrying
out of its appointed task, we unhesitatingly place ourselves on
record as most heartily in accord with the program of work
announced. The men composing the council are sufficient
guarantee to us that their struggle with the problems before
them will be carried on with intelligent regard for the vari¬
ous legitimate interests involved, and with a grim determina¬
tion to reach practical results. Their labors surely will be an

effort in the right direction, for safe and honest service against
unsafe or dishonest practices. We shall at all times be happy
to co-operate with the council to the fullest extent of our

power.
Merck & Co. : You may be assured that we shall be very

happy to co-operate with the council in its labors and to sup¬
ply a list of our articles, and all the information regarding
them that you may desire. It has always been our endeavor
to work in harmony with the medical profession of the coun¬

try, as represenfed by your esteemed Association, and, there¬
fore, in following the rules adopted by your council governing
the admission of articles to the book, "New and Non-Official
Remedies," we shall only be following our established practice.

Farbenfabriken of Elberfeld Co. : We send to-day a pack¬
age by express containing samples of all our products. The
labels on the various packages contain all the information
regarding patents and trademarks required by your council.
We have already begun to comply with the resolutions adopted
by the Section on Pharmacology, which requests manufactur¬
ers to put on the packages not only the trademark name, but
also the chemical designations of the preparations.
We congratulate your council on the initiation of this impor¬
tant work, and hope that it will promote the interests of
ethical medicine and pharmacy.

Searle & Hereth Co.: We do not hesitate to state that we

approve very heartily of the movement. The ends you are

striving for are very desirable, indeed, and it is our desire to
co-operate with you as far as we can consistently.

Rufus Crowell & Co., Somerville, Mass.: I feel that it is
the most important step taken in recent years in this country,
as it holds out at least a ray of hope to the manufacturers
who are trying to conduct an honest and ethical business. If
there is anything that we can do to help further the idea, I
shall only be too glad to help, and I hope that the outcome
of it will be a national bureau or one under the Council on

Pharmacy and Chemistry, by which a new drug can be exam¬

ined, where nothing but an ethical article will be recognized,
and where a medicine that is really an advance in therapeu¬
tics may receive a cachet entitling it to recognition from the

profession. Do not hesitate to ask for any assistance that I
can give you.

Fkitzsche Brothers :
.

We are heartily in accord with any
and every movement which aims at the separation of the
wheat from the chaff, and, indeed, believe that with the issue
of the book as proposed a pioneer and systematic step has
been taken in the right direction. Desultory writings tending
toward reformatory movements serve well as an initiatory
purpose, but fall short of ultimately obtaining its object. To
accomplish this a systematic hammering is required and,
fathered and fostered as this movement is by the  .  .  ., it
will make success a surety, and in the end rid the medical
profession as well as that of pharmacy and in turn therapy of
the nondescripts.

Victor Koechl & Co.: We will be glad to co-operate with
you in so far as the products that we control are concerned, and
will give you all the information necessary to carry out your
plan.

.

. . You have undertaken quite a contract, but, if
it is carried out on the lines suggested, your work will be of
invaluable service to the physician.

Gardner-Barada Chemical Co.: Everything contained in
the announcement and circular is unqualifiedly and absolutely
indorsed. Every rule is conducive to good, and not one of
these rules, even in its strictest interpretation, will harm any
honest manufacturer. Our labels, etc., will be ordered to be
changed as fast as the presses can print them.

The White Co.: We will do anything you may wish' in
connection with this movement. The members of this concern
are entirely in sympathy with you, and will give you any in¬
formation we have at hand. We are very glad to notice R:ile
No. 1, and think it is very much to the benefit of the profes¬
sion that this rule is carried out to the fullest extent.

The Organic Chemical Mfg. Co.: The establishment of
this Council on Pharmacy and Chemistry of the American
Medical Association will be a bulwark for the protection of
the good name of the American manufacturer, be lie ever so

poor. It will establish confidence in American-made remedies
that have been "honestly made, ethically exploited and Avorthy
of patronage by intelligent physicians."

The American Ferment Co.: The work undertaken by the
Council of Pharmacy and Chemistry of the American Medical
Association must meet with the hearty approval of all worthy
manufacturers, as it recognizes merit and the right of the
manu facturer of really valuable products to protect himself,
and to secure at least a part of the benefits derived from such
work; while at the same time recognizing the right of the
medical profession to be protected against many worthless and
absurd products.

Frederick Stearns & Co.: We desire to express our hearty
sympathy with the purposes of the Council on Pharmacy and
Chemistry of the American Medical Association as outlined in
the circular accompanying your letter, for we believe that
much good will result from the action thus taken if manufac¬
turers comply promptly and cheerfully with these requests for
information about their products. The history of our house
since it was established fifty years ago shows that we have
always contended against secrecy in medicine and we should
certainly have to regard ourselves as recreant to our princi¬
ples if we did not give our support to this movement. Accord¬
ingly, therefore, we have prepared and submit herewith state¬
ments regarding those of our products that are more or less
proprietary and that are prescribed by physicians, giving the
information asked for by the council as we understand it. If,
however, this information is insufficient in any respect, we are

ready to supplement it as may be necessary.

A DEFENDER OF SECRET NOSTRUMS.
Last week we were favored by several manufacturing phar¬

macists with a copy of a letter they had received from the
owners of the New York Medical Journal. The letter was

practically the same in each instance, and evidently was sent
to a large number of advertisers (but not to physicians, how¬
ever, so far as we know). The letter is so unique that we
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Chicago, 111.
Gentlamen:

Regarding the recent action of the American Medical Association we

beg to say:-

Most sane persons are disposed to regard the personal property
which their exertions have created as peculiarly their own; and any

suggestion that they part with it would probably be treated with derision.

This seems, in essence, to be what the American Medical Association

demands in its new rules about proprietary preparations. To comply with the

new requirements would be to make your products common property. By furnish¬

ing the information demanded you would enable pirates to affirm that their

spurious imitations were made in accordance with the published formulas of

thè association.

Refusal to be mandamused out of your property will result in the

exclusion of your advertisement from the association's journal. Also it

will exclude you from the proposed book of non-official remedies. Very many
others will be excluded for the same reason, and the book consequently will

be incomplete.
We therefore offer you space in the Hew York Medical Journal for a

brief expression of your views on this important matter, and shall be very
glad to hear from you at your· earliest convenience.

Very respectfully yours,

(EXHIBIT A.)

reproduce it (Exhibit A)—not because there is any criti¬
cism on a journal asking for opinions of manufacturing phar¬
macists (for we publish above some opinions which the council
itself solicited) but because the owners and not the editor
ask for the opinions and because of the suggestions made as to
the kind of opinions wanted. It is very much to the point
that this letter was sent by the owners and not by the editor
of a journal that is presumed to be published in the interest
of physicians. Just why the editor's function was usurped
by the owners of the journal we can not understand, but we

can readily appreciate why the advertiser's side of the ques¬
tion was recognized as the more important, when we realize
that the owners are primarily advertising agents and publish
a medical journal as a side line. As evidence of their status
we reproduce the letterhead of the firm (Exhibit B). As a

further reason for the pro tempore editors siding with the ad-

vertisers, it should be known that they also own a drug jour¬
nal, which at one time was recognized as a high-class pharma¬
ceutical publication. Under the present management, how¬
ever, it has developed a decided leaning toward patent medi¬
cine and the Proprietors' Association, and is not pointed out
as an exponent of the highest ideals in pharmacy. Fur¬
thermore, the owners, as far as we know, do not claim to be
pharmacists, and we never heard that they posed as physi¬
cians; consequently when they assume to edit a medical jour¬
nal they are not to blame if they do not see either the scien¬
tific pharmacist's side of the question, or the physician's.
Then, again, there is more money in a journal with a small
circulation and with a large advertising patronage than the
reverse, and in such cases it may pay from a financial stand¬
point to cater to the advertisers. Therefore, taking it all in
all, it can be readily understood why the temporary editors
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(EXHIBIT B.)

temporarily forgot that they were temporarily acting as editors
of a journal that, nominally at least, represents physicians and
not secret nostrum manufacturers. .

There was a time when the Neic York Medical Journal held
a high position among medical journals of this country. It
stood for the ideal in medicine and for the profession it repre¬
sented. But that was when it was owned by the Appletons
when Dr. Frank P. Foster was editor in fact, and who, as such,
would not have advocated in its editorial pages secrecy in
medicine.

Suggestive Names for Proprietary Remedies.
ft is to be deplored that the manufacturers of legitimate

proprietary remedies have so strong a penchant for giving
fanciful names to their products. The tendency of many of
these is decidedly vicious, in that they smack remarkably of
thinly-veiled lay advertising. Others are objectionable only
because they are in bad taste. It is certainly an imposition
on the medical profession to ask it to prescribe these mix¬
tures under names which would be more suitable for apartment
houses. It would be foolish to condemn a product merely for
its name, but surely a meritorious product deserves a dignified
designation.

Secret Remedies in France.
The law in France with regard to medicinal agents may be

summed up as follows : The sale of medicinal compounds or
remedies, the ingredients of which are known only to the pro¬
prietors, is absolutely prohibited in France. The law requires
the inventors or owners of such remedies to communicate the
recipe of their preparations to the minister of commerce, with
a list of diseases to which they are applicable, and a statement
of the actual trials to which the medicines have been submit¬
ted. The National Academy of Medicine then examines the
composition of the remedies to ascertain if their administration
might be dangerous in certain cases; if the remedies are good
in themselves; if they have produced and will still produce
beneficial effects on humanity. This is to a great extent the
same throughout all parts of Europe, except in England, where
the laws are in a somewhat degenerate condition; the educa¬
tional standpoint for pharmacists being much below that of
the continent.—International Therapeutics.

Association News.

Portland Hotel Reservations.
We again urge the members of the American Medical Asso-

ciation who are thinking of going to Portland to make arrange-
ments for their hotel accommodations as early as possible.
The chairman of the Committee of Arrangements announces
that the committee will have accommodations for all who at-
tend the session, but that it should know, approximately, the
number for which it is to provide. Address the chairman of
the Committeee of Arrangements, Dr. Kenneth A. J. Macken-
zie, Portland, Ore., or Mr. H. C. Bowers, chairman of the
Hotel Committee, Portland, Ore.

A Special Car from Kansas City.
Dr. Charles Wood Fassett desires us to announce that he is

arranging for a special car from Kansas City, etc., to Port-
land for the members of the Missouri Valley Medical Society.
Full information can be obtained by writing to Dr. Fassett at
St. Joseph, Mo.

Marriages.
Walter  . Cook, M.D., to Mrs. Minnie Cobb, both of Mount

Pisgah, Iowa.
Robert W. Oakley, M.D., to Miss Grace C. Crawley, both of

Moline, 111., March 6.
James C. Higgins, M.D., to Miss Stella M. Hindi, both of

Philadelphia, March 7.
Joseph J. Kane, M.D., to Miss Anna A. Morris, both of

Philadelphia, March 6.
Arthur C. Yengling, M.D., Salem, Ohio, to Mrs. Ina Rank

Carey, at McDonald, Pa.
Jefferson D. Ntfong, M.D., to Mrs. Susan Beiden of Ver¬

mont, at San Francisco.
Oscar R. Heavrin, M.D., to Miss Clotylle Bamberger, both of

Owensboro, Ky., March 9.
H. D. Kneedler, M.D., to Miss Ethel Mason of Missouri, at

Manila, P. I., January 11.
Frank J. Gilson, M.D., to Miss Laura Ballantyne, both of

Brackett, Texas, March 7.
John Bartow Coryell, M.D., to Miss Nellie Cantwell Fraser,

both of St. Louis, March 6.
Thomas B. McDonald, M.D., to Miss Nina Milholland, both

of Cumberland, Md., March 4.
James Walker Smith, M.D., St. Louis, to Miss Eugenia

James of Pine Bluff, Ark., March 11.
Charles A. Rood, M.D., Madison, Wis., to Mrs. Hannah

Geneviève Clark of Chicago, March 9.
Henry Robert Gledhill, M.D., to Miss Cornelia Wyckoff

Newton, both of Jerseyville, 111., March 3.
A. D. Berryhill, M.D., McKenzie, Tenn., to Miss Clara Mc-

Clure of Weakley County, Tenn., March 5.
.Harry Shryock, M.D., Seattle, to Miss Edna McBride of

Española,  . M., at Seattle, Wash., February 28.
John M. Gulick, M.D., Manteno, 111., to Miss Zella M.

Irwin of Peterborough, Ont., at Manteno, March 9.
Henry Z. Ewing, M.D., Barnes, Kan., to Miss Margaret

Burgess of Westmoreland, Kan., at Marysville, Kan., January 4.

Deaths.

Albert  . Craig, M.D. Jefferson Medicai College, Philadelphia,
1901 ; honorman of his class ; resident physician for a year in
Jefferson Medical College Hospital, and later assistant to Dr.
William W. Keen, assistant demonstrator of anatomy in Jef¬
ferson Medical College and assistant visiting surgeon to Jef¬
ferson Medical College Hospital, a collaborator and sub-editor
of American Medicine since its inception, died at his home in
Philadelphia, March 14, aged 38, after an illness of only ten
hours, from cerebrospinal meningitis contracted from a pa¬tient.
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